




THE FOURFOLD METHOD OF INTERPRETING SCRIPTURE 

 
1. The Literal Meaning – attempts to understand what the passage says about past events within their 

historical context. Example: The parable of the sower describes Jesus as a wisdom teacher within the 

context of his time. 

2. The Allegorical Meaning – uses one thing to tell us about another thing. Example: In the parable of 

the sower, the seed is an allegory for the word of God. 

3. The Tropological or Moral Meaning asks how the text urges us to live. Example: In the parable of 

the sower, the seed falling among the thorns is an allegory of a life entangled in the pleasures and dis-

tractions of life that teaches us the moral lesson not to have our life so entangled. 

4. The Anagogical Meaning refers to the spiritual meaning of the text. Example: The parable of the 

sower invites us to have our life tenderized like a plowed field so that the word of God can enter it 

and bear good, abundant fruit. [Perhaps Jesus’ conversations with Nicodemas and the woman at the 

well in John’s Gospel are more obvious examples of the anagogical dimension of Scripture.] 


