
The Christian difference : Easter 6 
 
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm. 66:7-19; 1 Peter 3:8-22; John 14:15-21 
 
I want to begin by reading an extract from Karen Blixen’s book Out of Africa. 
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The truth is that the Christian life should be different.  That is one of the 
themes tha rning.  
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The Christian life is so much more than this.  The Christian life is nothing less 
than n the 
very 
 
Now, us we 
are the greater will be our chances of a heavenly reward.  We know that no 
matter how much we strive in our own strength, we remain fallible human 
beings, sinful and failing despite our best endeavours.  However, we also 
know that it is Christ who has rescued us from our frail and helpless human 
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ay asked me to give him a letter of recommendation to my old 
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een him in my house and now, he said, he wished to go and
m.  I did not want Kitau to leave just when he had learned the 
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 He told me that he had made up his mind, up in the res
uld become either a Christian or a Mohammedan, only h
ow which.  For this reason he had come and worked for me

 a Christian, and he had stayed for three months in my house 
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 concludes rather ruefully: 
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God, Kitau, you might have to

t come through in the Scripture readings for this Sunday mo
 life is not just “doing the right thing” or “behaving onese
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living in Christ and having Christ live in us.  It is consciously living i
presence of God. 

 we do not live our Christian lives in the belief that the more virtuo

                         
1 Blixen, Karen.  Out of Africa.  London, Folio Society, 1980. p. 52 
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At times, I have been in homes where the presence of a guest has made a 
difference.  Sometimes through the impact of their loving, joyful personality, 
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The Holy Spirit gives the precious gift of sympathy, the ability to rejoice with 
those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  The world’s norm is 

tion.  It is in gratitude and thanksgiving for this inestimable gift of fr
 grace that we seek to live worthy and godly lives. 

ot alone, but we have a helper and guide. 

 tells His fearful and grief-stricken disciples that He is going away
e would not leave them as orphans.  (John 14:18).  He prom
omeone will come to be with them.  He even adds (John 16:7) th
ir advantage that He goes because that someone who is comi
 to help and guide them lovingly and powerfully.  That so
hem always (John 14:16). 

other times through their quietness, calmness and serenity, 
letely transformed the atmosphere of the house. 

 same way, only much more powerfully, the presence of the Holy S
erson’s life imparts joy, love, comfort and mercy.  The Holy Spirit 
forms us, and teaches us to live in Christ, and not in our circumst

 also mentions that the world does not know the Holy Spirit, and s
isingly this is not at all the way that most people live their lives. 

ty and times.

assage from 1 Peter chapter 3 is a blueprint for lives lived under th
g of the Holy Spirit.  Let me re-read some of it.  The translat

ly different from the one we have just heard. 

To sum up, all of you be harmoni
kind-hearted and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil or insul
insult, but giving a blessing instead, for you were called for the ver
purpose that you might inherit a blessing. … sanctify Christ as Lord
your hearts, always being
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oly Spirit says that unity is essential, that we are to live together 
oniously.  The world thrives on division and factionalism
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The Holy Spirit engenders love.  Love casts out fear.  Love does not 
abandon.  Love is eager to do good.  Love provides a place.  Through love 
we find, an nce. 
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The Holy Spirit teaches us to repay with a blessing, to forgive others as God 
has forgiven us.  Revenge, quarrelling, grudge bearing, gossip and a spirit 
quick
 
As we live under the instruction and guiding of the Holy Spirit, we gradually 
learn to recognise many of those behaviours which belong to the world and 
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This is not always easy or comfortable.  At least I find this in my own life.  But 
the Holy Spirit is our teacher and there is none better.  He enables us to see 
sin cl s, He 
enab
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extract that I read, would they see any difference in our lives? 
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I hope they would see something that might make them pause and take 
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athy the world has, is too often measured out carefully only to the
rving, and is subject to rapid compassion fatigue. 
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pirit enables us to cultivate a humble, teachable mind, awar
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 to take offense are what the world often prefers. 

 the realm of the Spirit.  However small, however seemingly insig
armless they may appear, we need to identify them and bring the

he light of the Spirit.  We must banish them from our lives, and if 
ssary come before God in repentance. 

early, and to have a right attitude towards it.  If it is in our own live
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ld someone be watching us, a

e they would not smile rather knowingly and turn away, reassured
ur lives are, after all, not so very different from those around us. 

.  Something that might make them stand in awe at God’s holin
thing that might move them to love and worship and desire to 
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s and standards which have been lost elsewhere, but which ha
ured place among God’s people. 



I hope they would see a Christian difference. 
 
Let u

 lives: 

s pray: 
Holy God, Holy Spirit, 
You always seek our good, and ever gift our
come to us now, remind us of Jesus’ way 
and call us to love. 
Empower us by Your presence, 
shape us as individuals and communities, 
that our lives may indeed reflect our love for you.  Amen. 


